Mr Jack Weston Rae OAM

Inaugural Patron of FCCV Inc.

Earlier this year, the FCCV Committee discussed the fact that the organization did not have a patron. Discussion centred on finding the most appropriate person, someone who had a background in animals and who was sympathetic to the cat world.

It was agreed that, given Jack Rae’s long association with FCCV and his ongoing friendship with some of the older members he was the obvious person to approach.

We are delighted that Jack has accepted to be the inaugural Patron of FCCV Inc. He is a delightful gentleman, with enormous breadth and depth of experience, along with an easy-going manner and a twinkling sense of humour.

The RASV has supplied us below with the highlights of Jack’s record of service in the community, though a quick search on the internet will divulge a far wider range of interests. His OAM was awarded on June 8th 1992 for his service to Primary Industry, particularly the RASV. 

We hope members will have the opportunity to meet him at some of our functions.

Members will indeed agree that Jack Rae is the perfect choice as our FIRST PATRON.

“Jack Rae OAM, was appointed to the Council of The Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria (RASV) in 1971 and in 1991 was elevated to Life Councillor. During his involvement with the RASV he has served as a chair and member of numerous competition and event committees involved in conducting the Royal Melbourne Show and other agricultural activities. Of note, he was Ringmaster of the Royal Melbourne Show for eleven years, controlling all activities on the main arena during the Show. He is currently actively serving on the Dairy Cattle and Heritage Committees.

As a Councillor of the RASV, Mr Rae agreed to Chair the Feline Control Council of Victoria in 1971 and did so for over 20 years.

Mr Rae is a long-time dairy farmer from Narre Warren North and father of three daughters, all involved in farming pursuits. He has been one of the leading lights behind the Berwick Show for most of this life. He is a Past President and Life Member of the Berwick Agricultural Society and Life Member of the Akoonah Park Committee of Management which maintains and upgrades the home of the Berwick Show. He is also a Past President and Life Member of the Dandenong Agricultural Society.

He was an active member in the Berwick Young Farmers Club since its inception in 1956 and was the RASV representative to the Victorian Young Farmers. He is involved in the local branch of the Victorian Farmers Federation and has been involved, locally, in the Narre Warren North Fire Brigade, community projects and horse riding clubs.

Mr Rae is a Founding Member, Past President and Life Member of Victorian Agricultural Shows Limited, the peak body which represents over 120 country shows and field days. He has also been a Justice of the Peace for many years.

Jointly, with his daughter Noelene King (also a RASV Councillor), he runs a dairy replacement operation in Gippsland. Until recently he also owned a dairy farm in northern Victoria, where he worked with his sharefarmer.

Jack is always ready to practically assist and frequently applies his diplomacy to a range of situations, with his characteristic persuasive smile.”
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